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bian territory, she was nevertheless attacking Serbian sover-
eignty by virtually reducing her to a vassal state. This
would upset the balance of power in the Balkans, and con-
sequently injure Russian interests. There followed a long
fruitless discussion in a circuliis vitiosus. Finally Sazonov
said "a ukase would be signed today ordering a mobilization
of a fairly wide extent; but he could assure me most offi-
cially that their troops were not meant to attack us; they
would only stand ready with arms grounded in case Rus-
sia's Balkan interests were endangered; a note explicative
would confirm this." (No such note, however, was ever
issued.)
The responsibility for this order Sazonov sought to put
wholly on the military authorities, according to Szapary's
report. When Szapary mentioned that he had heard Russia
was alarmed because Austria had mobilized eight corps
against Serbia, "Sazonov confirmed to me that it1 was not
he, who knew nothing of this, but Tsar Nicholas who, upon
the information of the Chief of Staff, had expressed this
alarm." Szapary pointed out that even a child in military
matters ought to see the mobilization of Austria toward the
south could not threaten Russia, and urged that if peace
were to be preserved, a quick end should be put to the
machinations of the military authorities who on the basis
of false news were in danger of taking matters into their
own hands. "Sazonov remarked very characteristically that
he could say this to the Chief of Staff, because the latter
was seeing His Majesty every day. He himself, however,
in a time like the present, only went for his usual Tuesday
audience, and then learned for the first time from His
Majesty what the militarists had been urging upon him/7
"While we were thus- engaged in a confidential exchange
of views/' Szapary continued, "Sazonov heard by telephone
that we had bombarded Belgrade, He became like a
changed man [wie ausffewechselt]. He sought to take up